Draft on Feb. 11
Brief Summary of Campaign Meeting Regarding Great Salt Lake Minerals Proposed Expansion
Monday, February 8, 2010, Starting at 4 P.M. 
Fourteen people were present:   Steve Erickson, Lynn de Freitas, Craig Garner, Bruce Heath, Jefre Hicks, Janice Huebner, Wayne Martinson, Brian Moench, Cindy Lund, Chris Montague, Ann O’Connell, Maunsel Pearce, Kirk Robinson, and Josh Ewing.   

Below is a brief summary.   (If you would like additional details please contact Lynn de Freitas, or someone else who was at the meeting.) 
1. Report on meeting with ACOE to present Kidd Waddell's report on salinity.  Maunsel discussed the report by Kidd Waddell.  This report was presented to Jason Gipson with the Army Corps of Engineers on Feb. 2.  Lynn de Freitas sent out an e-mail on Feb. 2 that includes a cover letter for this report.  Maunsel discussed the major conclusions of this report, which are also at the end of these notes.
2.  Update on mailer/Website/Coalition membership.  Josh passed out the draft mailer.  He reviewed a few questions he had about it.  He wanted to make sure that the facts are right.  Lynn suggested that the executive committee (Lynn de Freitas, Maunsel Pearce, Rob Dubuc and Wayne Martinson) review the facts with Josh.  We reviewed the organizations that would be considered part of the coalition and have their names on the mailer.  We agreed that we would work to have all the coalition members identified by Feb. 23 and then be able to have the mailer ready on Mar. 8. 
3.  Report on meeting between National Audubon and EPA in Washington, DC.  Wayne stated that two individuals with the Audubon Washington D.C. staff met with EPA wetlands folks in Washington D.C. on Jan. 21, 2010.  Also participating by phone were EPA employees in Region 8, Denver and Rich Sumner with EPA.  Dave Evans, EPA Wetlands Division Director is planning on coming to the Great Salt Lake sometime this spring.  The conservation community will hopefully be able to meet with him then to discuss GSL Minerals.
4. Public Comments due on February 14th on UPDES permit for GSLM's discharges from Bear River Bay pond complex.  Rob Dubuc was not able to make the meeting.  Lynn de Freitas provided some background information on this.  She encouraged individual organizations to sign on to the comments that are being prepared by Western Resource Advocates for FRIENDS and others, or to make their own individual comments.   
5. Report on Science Friday Roundtable Discussion.   On Feb. 5, various experts got together to discuss the concerns regarding the Great Salt Lake Minerals proposal.  Lynn provided the names of the presenters.  This was an informative meeting.
6. Proposal to meet with Gov. Herbert.  On March 2, 2009 members of the conservation community met with Governor Huntsman to discuss their concerns about the (then smaller) Great Salt Lake Minerals proposed expansion.  Wayne suggested that we consider meeting with Governor Herbert.  After some good discussion we agreed that this should be explored at a later time when this would be one aspect of the campaign.  
7. Other business.  We discussed when the Draft EIS will come out.  Some time frames that are still being discussed are late spring or early summer.  This may be delayed.  Lynn de Freitas mentioned the Great Salt Lake Issues Forum on April 28, 29 and 30.  The focus of the forum is “A Water Appropriation for Great Salt Lake.”  A survey regarding Mono Lake asked how much money Californian’s would be willing to spend to get more water for Mono Lake.  The dollar amounts were substantial.  We briefly discussed how this type of information could best be used for Great Salt Lake.  
Next Meeting.  The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for March 8 at 4 P.M.  
The following is from the letter dated Feb. 1, 2010, referenced in #1 above.

Based on the details of this report, Friends has concluded the following:  
1. A significant reduction in the salinity of the South Arm is predicted below approximately Lake Level 4194, and this reduction is magnified when the Lake Level drops below the bottom of the breach (4193).  This may require remediation. 

2. The Lake Level will be decreased by the expansion project, becoming more severe at Lake Levels below 4194. 
3. The conveyance properties of salt and water across the railroad causeway are reduced at low Lake Levels and may be further reduced by construction debris.

4. Large amounts of precipitation of salt in the North Arm will occur at Lake Levels below 4194.  

5. During the period from 2000-2008, potassium loads have decreased by about 400,000 tons per year in the Lake. 
6. Finally, Friends believes the USGS water and salt balance model must be updated and verified at low Lake Levels (which have occurred since 1998) before the Corps can properly make a decision whether or not to approve the Mining Company’s expansion proposal.  The rationale for this important step is presented in this report.

